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SHORT COMMUNICATION
CONSTITUENTS OF OLEANDRA NERIIFOLIA
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Plant. Oleandra neriifolia—Davalliaceae.

Uses. Medicinal.!

Previous work. A new pentacyclic triterpene alcohol neriifoliol;? on sister species
0. wallichii> 4

Rhizome, leaves and roots. Extr. hexane, chromatographed.

Filicene, C3yH s, m.p. 230-231°, ap + 50° (lit.5 m.p. 228:5-229-5°; ay, +- 50°), superposable
Lr. spectra with that of an authentic sample.> Oxidation with CrOj; to filicenone (filic-3-ene-
2-one), m.p. 258-261°, ap+50°, i.r.; oxidation with SeO, to filicenone, m.p., ap, i.r. Epoxi-
dation with monoperphthallic acid to adiantoxide,® m.p., o, superposable ir. spectra.
Isomerization with 6 per cent HCl in AcOH (reflux, 12 hr) to isofernene,> m.p., mxd. m.p.,
superposable i.r. spectra.; with 6 per cent H,SO,4 in AcOH (reflux, 18 hr) to isofernene and
hopene-11,> m.p., mxd. m.p., ap, superposable i.r. spectra.

n-Octacosanol lignocerate. M.p. 84°, i.r.; hydrolysis with 10 per cent alcoholic NaOH
to n-octacosanol, m.p., i.r.; acetate, m.p., i.r. and lignoceric acid, m.p., i.r.; methyl ester,
sap equivalent.

B-Sitosterol. M.p., mxd. m.p., «p, i.r.; acetate, m.p., op, i.T.

New compound. Triterpene epoxide designated as neriifoloxide, C3gH5¢0. (Found:
C, 8432, H, 1215, C3oH 500 required: C, 84-50; H, 11-73 per cent.) M.p. 294-298°; no CO
or OH band in the i.r. spectra. Recovered unchanged when treated with LiATH, or HCI gas
in CHCl;; on refluxing with 6 per cent HCl in AcOH yielded an acetate, m.p. 210-211°,
v.XBr 1720, 1250 cm™L.

Hydrolysis of the meal. Ten common amino acids and glucose and fructose identified.
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